
David Wolfram Pastel Workshop Supply list 
 

Pastels: Some pastels are needed, obviously. If you are an experienced pastelist, this probably 
isn’t an issue. If you are new to the medium, it can be confusing, and making the wrong choice 
can be expensive. Really cheap pastels are fine for kids, but are not conducive for creating 
quality art (and I have tried!). 
NuPastels are always a good place to start. They have a good color range, and come in a variety 
of assortments. They are at the hard end of the scale, but the good news is that they are always 
useful for underpainting, etc. 
If I had to make a recommendation for one set of soft pastels to buy, it would be a Sennelier 
half stick set. If you go to Dakota Pastel’s website 
(https://www.dakotapastels.com/products/Soft-Sennelier-Sets ) you can see a variety of sets 
available. You can also shop and compare other online retailers for the best deal. I would 
recommend at least a 40 stick set, 80 is better, and if you want to splurge, the 120 stick set is a 
good investment. If you look at the images of the sets you will notice that the smaller sets are 
made up of bright, highly saturated colors, which look pretty, but need to be set up by more 
neutralized colors, which only come in the larger sets. I understand from somebody in my last 
class, that good deals can be found on Amazon. 
There are other good manufacturers like Girault, Blue Earth, Terry Ludwig, Unison, and 
Richeson, etc. Which we will discuss briefly in the workshop. So, if you have any questions, we 
can answer them in class. 
I believe that Destination: Art has a variety of pastels available for your use. 
 
Paper: I will be doing specific lessons that feature different underpainting techniques, and will 
be supplying paper, and other supplies for those projects, but you will need to bring a few 
sheets of your favorite sanded white pastel paper. Lux, pastel premier, or Uart are all good. 9” x 
12” is good, but you can work larger if you wish 
 
White Artists tape (no colored painters tape) 
 
If you have some old worn bristle oil painting brushes in different sizes they have different uses. 
I will bring some along, as well. 
 
The only other piece of equipment that you will need is a backing board to tape your paper to. 
It can be Masonite, Gatorboard, smooth plywood, etc., larger than your paper. 
 
Destination: Art has floor easels & table easels but if you have a favorite table easel, you can 
bring that along that yourself. 
 
I will be bringing some photographic reference for the lesson, but if you have some of your own 
images that you would like to work from, that would be fine. 
 
Bring along some kind of drop cloth, like a beach towel. That way if you drop a pastel on the 
floor it is less likely to break into a million pieces. 
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