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Richard McKinley Pastel Basics Basic Pastel Supply List
March 29, 30, 2019

TEXTBOOK: Pastel Pointers: Top 100 Secrets for Beautiful Pastel Paintings, North Light Books. Richard’s book
will be frequently referenced throughout the workshop.

REFERENCE MATERIAL: Photographic, or field study, landscape/cityscape materials will be needed for
reference. Have an assortment to choose from. An iPad or similar digital tablet may be used. Please have your
reference photo options organized in advance of the class.

PASTELS: A minimum (90 sticks) assortment of both softer and harder artist-grade pastels representing a full
color spectrum and value range is required. Prepare any full-sized sticks for painting by removing labels and
breaking them in half. Half-stick assortments are available from many popular manufactures. If possible,
arrange them in a suitable travel palette by color family and value. Girault, Terry Ludwig, Great American
Artworks, Schmincke, Sennelier, Unison, Blue Earth and Mount Vision are examples of softer brands.
Rembrandt, Art Spectrum, Cretacolor, Nu-Pastel and Caran d’ache are examples of harder brands. For
convenience, two selections of 50 Girault pastels each are available as: Neutrals & Friends and Plein Air
Addition by Richard McKinley. A selection of 60 Terry Ludwig pastels is available as: McKinley Workshop
assortment and a selection of Great American Artworks pastels is available as: 91 Half McKinley (half-stick
pastels ready to use). A few miscellaneous pastels that will be very useful are: Nu-Pastel, 244-P (Blue-Violet)
and 298-P (Bottle-Green); Cretacolor, 140 (Mars-Violet) and 239 (Payne’s-Grey); Rembrandt, 548.3 (Blue-
Violet).

Pastel palette boxes: Dakota Art Pastels, phone: 888-345-0067, email: www.dakotapastels.com and
Heilman Designs, phone: 530-778-3080, email: www.heilmandesigns.com.

PASTEL SURFACE: Ampersand Pastelbord (white), Multimedia Pastel Panels (white), or Homemade White
Grit Surfaces (information on preparing homemade surfaces is covered in the Pastel Pointers Book) are
suitable surfaces.

Sizes ranging from 9x12 to 12x16 are recommended. If you are comfortable working larger that is
permissible.
Note: Ampersand Pastelbord and Multimedia Pastel Panels are available from: Central Art Supply 1-800-863-
1444, Medford, OR.

PASTEL GRIT: A container of Art Spectrum Clear Pastel Primer or Liquitex Clear Gesso.

SUPPORT: Multiple smooth supports, such as GATOR-FOAMBOARD (white), will be used for attaching the
pastel surface. Make sure the support is large enough to allow for a few inches of border all around the pastel
surface. Sheets of tracing paper or glassine may be used to protect the pastel painting surfaces for transport.

MISC.: Neutral colored Drafting or Artists Tape to attach paper to support, Black ph-balanced Masking Tape,
Sketchbook-Notebook, 3 Tombow ABT markers N15-N55-N75 (or other comparable brand), 2b or HB Pencils,
Pencil Sharpener, oil/acrylic synthetic nylon bristle brushes, Denatured or Rubbing Alcohol, Soft Paper
Toweling, Digital Camera (smart phone is suitable).
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